

Minutes from the
Almira Township Board Regular Meeting
May 12, 2014
7:00 p.m.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Supervisor Mark Roper called the meeting of the Almira Township Board to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Almira Township Fire & EMS Facility.
	
Supervisor led the Pledge to the Flag.

Supervisor called for roll call. Members present were:  Mark Roper, Mandy Gray Rineer, Tammy Clous, Matt Therrien, and Ann Beaujean.	
		
Additions/Deletions to Meeting Agenda by Board and Citizens: Guests: Pinewoods Residents

Approval of Meeting Agenda: Motion by Therrien, and supported by Rineer, to approve the meeting agenda as amended. All ayes, motion passed. 

Approval of Consent Agenda: Motion by Therrien and supported by Beaujean, to approve the consent agenda: 
I. Approve Regular and Special Board meeting minutes dated April 14 & 23.

II. BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR THE MONTH OF April 2014: None
             	
III. APPROVE PAYMENT OF CHECKS #’s 35220 – 35280.  SEE CHECK REGISTERS INCLUDED IN PACKET.  BILLS AVAILABLE FOR EXAMINATION UPON REQUEST.

IV. RECEIVE AND FILE THE FOLLOWING REPORTS:

BENZIE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:	Included in Packet
MAINTENANCE REPORT:			Included in Packet

V. MISCELLANEOUS: None

VI. RECEIVE AND FILE THE FOLLOWING CORRESPONDENCE: 
Benzie County Road Commission Minutes and Notice:    Included in Packet
	Letter From Tonya Ratajczak:				Included in Packet

Treasurer’s Report:  Rineer presented the treasurers report. Report was received and filed.

Brief Public Input:  None

County Commissioners:  Commissioner Tucker working with the Pinewoods Residents on their flooding problems.  She suggested that the board take a drive through the area to look at the standing water.  The Maples is still operating in the black and does not see the need to borrow money from the county.  The census is currently at 53.  The construction of the new facility is about a month behind schedule due to the weather.  Karl Sparks is working with the budget numbers for the next fiscal year.  He has also been holding FOIA and OMA trainings once a month.  Commissioners Bates spoke on the possibility of purchasing Fire and EMS supplies as a county grouping to help lower costs for each department.  Inland Township has an interim Fire and EMS Chief and Homestead Township’s Chief is retiring and their Assistant Chief was injured in an accident and it is unknown how long he will be out for.  The county is working on updating technology and is working on making the Government Center more secure to be available for after business hour meetings to be held in the meeting rooms.  They are looking at possible grants from their risk carrier to help with some of these costs.

Department Heads:
A. Planning Commission- No April meeting and the May Meeting was moved to May 19th so nothing new to report.
B. Fire and EMS Department:  There were 21 calls; 17 medical and 8 of those were transports; 4 of them were fire related with 1 being a structure fire.  They missed no calls in the Month of April.  The on-call system that was implemented seems to be working and has been fairly receptive.  The tanker drop tank has arrived and is in service as well as the XPS to be installed Friday May 16th.  The Fire & EMS Association Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast went well.  They served approximately 150 people.  They are planning a few other events this year.  

Guests: Pinewoods Residents:  Renee Mac Dougall presented a property survey and storm water retention area map.  The residents are looking to see what can be done and where can the water be diverted and drained to.  They are looking into seeing if something could be done when the Lake Ann Road project is done.  They have been in contact with individuals from the county and are working on getting an immediate and long term solution to this issue.  Motion by Beaujean and supported by Rineer on behalf of the Board to provide moral and written support to facilitate solving the Pinewood/Frost Lane water issues by the Supervisor.  All ayes, motion passed.

Old Business: 
A. Red Door Coffee/Lakeview Realty Lease:  Motion by Therrien and supported by Beaujean to enter into the lease agreement as written with the Florip/Kemp families for the Red Door Coffee House and Lakeview Realty Office.  Upon roll call vote Rineer- aye; Beaujean-aye; Roper-aye; Clous-aye and Therrien-aye, motion passed.
B. Fire & EMS Millage Proposal Resolutions:  Motion by Therrien and supported by Mandy to resolve resolution 5-2014 #1.  Upon roll call vote:  Clous-aye; Rineer-aye; Roper-aye; Therrien- aye and Beaujean-aye resolution adopted.  Motion by Rineer and supported by Beaujean to resolve resolution 5-2014 #2.  Upon roll call vote:  Roper-aye; Therrien-aye Clous-aye; Rineer-aye and Beaujean-aye resolution adopted.
New Business:
A.  Road Brining:  Motion by Beaujean and supported by Rineer to authorize $3600.00 to do dust control one pass on all 26.99 miles of dirt road.  All ayes motion passed.
B. Townhall Chairs:  Motion by Therrien and supported by Beaujean to spend up to $10.00 per chair for up to 100 chairs for Townhall chair replacement.  All ayes motion passed.  Motion by Therrien and supported by Clous to declare surplus the orange chairs in the Townhall once new ones are inventoried.  Ayes-3 Nays-2 motion passed.
C. Park Trash Cans:  Discussion took place.  We will try liners for the large totes this year to see if we can cut trash pickup costs by making sure the totes that are emptied are full.
D. Display Signs:  Motion by Rineer and supported by Therrien to purchase one Deluxe Swinger Roadside Message Sign from Carrot Top Industries for $376.00.  Upon roll call vote Roper-aye; Clous-aye; Therrien-aye Beaujean-aye and Rineer-aye motion passed.  
E. Beach Water Testing:   Motion by Therrien and supported by Beaujean to test the Almira Township Lakefront water 13 times starting June 11 through September 3 by Great Lakes Water Quality Lab at a cost not to exceed $25.00 per test.  Roper and Rineer abstained from the vote due to personal reasons.  3-ayes motion passed.  
F. Mailbox:  Motion by Beaujean and supported Therrien to purchase a new mailbox and new numbers at a cost not to exceed $75.00.  Upon roll call vote Rineer-aye; Beaujean-aye; Roper-aye; Clous-aye and Therrien- aye motion passed.
G. Local Road Policy:  Discussion took place on a preliminary road policy.  We wish to look at more and gain more information on costs and long term projections. Roper and Beaujean will look into this information further.  

Extended Public Input:  Dale Flaherty let the board know when road improvements were to begin.  He also reminded everyone of the upcoming Hazardous Waste Disposals.  It was also said that the last water test to be done December of this year on the soil/water run off of gasoline in the village.  After which time the building housing the decontamination equipment will be auctioned for removal. If no interest it will become the property of the owner of the property that it currently resides on. 

Board Comments:  Rineer said that the Library snowbirds have returned.  With this the number of patrons has increased and the Library is once again opened on Fridays.  Clean-up day took in 71 loads; this was up from last year.  The gate fees are to be split between the Veterans Committee and the Fire and EMS Association.  There was $1600.00 collected at the gate. After paying the tire removal fee the rest of that money will be divided evenly.  Beaujean stated that the Recreational resources committee met at its regular meeting.  Interest was shown by Tonya Ratajczak to join the committee but she has decided that she is spread too thin at this time.  Therrien said that the pancake breakfast was great and was very impressed.  It was a cool thing to have it held at the Fire and EMS Facility.  The new/used mower seems to be working well and helping to shorten mowing time.  Clous added that the ballot bags have been recertified for the next four (4) years and was done at the same time as the clerk election cycle training was done. The training for the election inspectors will be done later by the County Clerk.  Roper thanked the visiting Civics Class students for their attendance.  
    
Adjourn: There being no other business the Supervisor adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m.        

Tammy Clous
 Almira Township Clerk
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